
“The things we get to do are incredible!”

“I thought if we could get these makers together, we 
would have the right people in place to change the 
world. What we do sounds impossible, but it’s not all 
that complicated. We make paths possible.”
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Sitting across from me one recent afternoon, 
dressed in normal everyday attire, was a real, 
live super hero. I kid you not. Meet Zachary 

Hurst, Founder and Executive Director of the nonprofit 
Makers United for Children’s Hope Foundation 
(MUCH), whose board members include Ben Jayko, 
Laurie Sore, and Joe Davison. They make magic 
happen by uniting experts in the medical, engineering, 
and technology worlds who donate their extraordinary 
talent to help children in need. In turn, these makers 
get the rare opportunity to create profound differences 
in the lives of others using their professional skills. 
The miraculous impacts they are making through their 
involvement with the Foundation are ones they could 
never have dreamed to be possible.

Super powers are not new to Hurst, when he was in 
his early 20s, he had a business where he and his team 
would dress up like superheroes and visit very sick and 
dying children in the hospital. They could make a child 

smile for five or so minutes, but he knew that wasn’t 
enough and had a light bulb moment. His idea stemmed 
from the same concept of a flash mob, but instead of 
a group of entertainers, he’d gather a group of experts 
who could literally make a world of difference using 
their professional skills collaboratively to help these 
needy children and their families.

So, in January 2015 MUCH was formed and 
started with just 45 members, all volunteers, from 
organizations including 501st Legion, Guardians of 
Justice, and the Suncoast Ghostbusters. Soon after, 
Hurst grew his “cast” to include difference makers in 
the engineering, medical, and technology industries. 
Today, the Foundation is made up of 439 members 
who donate their time, skill, and equipment to make the 
unimaginable a reality to sick and disabled children. 




